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Airbus Helicopters and Helisim break ground on expanded North 

American training center 

Addition of new simulation center offers one-stop training solution for Airbus customers 

in the Americas  

Grand Prairie, February 5, – Airbus Helicopters Inc. and Helisim broke ground Tuesday on a 

new, state-of-the-art helicopter pilot and maintenance crew training center in Grand Prairie, 

Texas.  

With an initial investment of $40 million, the Helisim Simulation Center will provide introductory 

and recurrent training to thousands of pilot personnel each year. The first stage of the new 

facility is scheduled for completion later this year when the first new Thales Reality H Level D 

full-motion flight simulator will be delivered. 

Helisim, a joint venture of Thales and Airbus Helicopters and a global leader in helicopter 

training, will develop and operate the simulation center. The center will house the first Level D 

full-motion flight simulators in North America for Airbus H145 and H175 helicopters, two high-

tech civil helicopters, which are now entering wide use in the Americas. 

“Airbus Helicopters builds some of the most innovative helicopters on the market today. The 

North American training center will meet our customers’ needs for exceptional training on those 

aircraft,” said Anthony Baker, Vice President of Customer Support for Airbus Helicopters Inc. 

“This training center will advance safety for the thousands of men and women who operate and 

fly in our helicopters every day.” 

The new center represents a major international expansion of France-based Helisim, which 

brings 18 years of experience in simulation training for Airbus Helicopters aircraft. 

“Helisim is committed to improving flight safety across our industry through simulator-based 

training,” said Christian Cochini, CEO of Helisim. “By working closely with Airbus Helicopters 

Inc. and Thales, we will now be able to provide unparalleled training solutions to North American 

customers.”  
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Eventually, the North American training center will expand to include an H160 simulator, once 

that helicopter model is certified and production is underway. The center also incorporates the 

existing training facilities of Airbus Helicopters Inc., including its H125/AS350 full flight simulator 

and H135/H145 flight training device. 

The venture is expected to bring several thousand pilots and maintenance personnel to Grand 

Prairie every year, sometimes for two weeks or more, supporting the growing local economy in 

Grand Prairie.  

“Grand Prairie is a proud supporter of Airbus Helicopters Inc., which has helped to make North 

Texas a hub of aviation,” Grand Prairie Mayor Ron Jensen said. “This training center will 

strengthen that reputation while boosting our local economy.” 

*** 

About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 

restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of 

passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, 

transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides 

the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 

 

About HELISIM 

HELISIM is a Joint Venture between Airbus Helicopters, Thales and DCI providing high-end simulation training 

services for pilots. HELISIM is the main simulation center for Airbus Helicopters platforms, operating 24/7 with over 

150,000 cumulated flight hours, since its creation in 2000, and over 2,600 pilots trained every year. HELISIM LLC is 

the U.S. based HELISIM subsidiary. 
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